Congenital tracheal stenosis: a report of two cases.
Congenital tracheal stenosis (CTS) is a rare, potentially lethal condition. Two cases were diagnosed in this hospital between 1986 and 1992. Diagnosis was confirmed by endoscopy and radiography. These two cases were noted to have symptoms of airway obstruction after an infectious process. Their outcomes were quite different. The first patient, a victim of CTS diagnosed at two years old, still lives well and has been asymptomatic for subsequent six years, though he has received no surgical intervention. The second patient, a three-month-old female, exhibited an exacerbation after bronchoscopy and died in spite of intensive care. Prompt recognition of symptoms and a thorough evaluation of airway, as well as other anomalies, is essential for proper management of children with CTS. The diagnostic modalities, management and risk factors are discussed.